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After the War for Independence, the country had to form a more
perfect union. The question was, what kind.
The States were used to autonomy. Many were so satisfied with
this  arrangement  that  the  preferred  to  remain  under  the
Articles of Confederation. There were many opponents to the
new  Constitution  of  the  United  States  known  as  Anti-
Federalists.

The Federalists were those in favor of the new Constitution
and its “limited” form of government. They never anticipated
their posterity twisting of the words of the Constitution to
eliminate the freedoms they had fought for.

But the Anti-Federalists did. “It might be here shewn, that
the power in the federal legislative, to raise and support
armies at pleasure, as well in peace as in war, and their
controul over the militia, tend, not only to a consolidation
of the government, but the destruction of liberty,” a writer
who wrote as Brutus complained.
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Essays on the Constitution was edited by Paul Leicester Ford
and  published  in  1842.  It  is  an  intriguing  look  at  the
arguments in the newspapers of the time on the subject.

It seems that Rhode Island was not favored among the several
States.  Mr.  Ford  added  a  letter  from  a  writer  for  Rhode
Island.

I edited the work further giving it a new index and adding the
works of Brutus which were referred to in the original work,
but never added. I added, also, the objections by Elbridge
Gerry, Patrick Henry and Colonel George Mason—All of which
refused to sign the Constitution.

This  book  is  an  interesting  view  of  the  battle  for
ratification of the Constitution and a good read for anyone
studying the history of the United States from those who lived
it.

SEE  ALSO:  Anti-federalist  are  “Political  Jesuits”  under
Satanick influence
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